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About the Author

Mostafa Vaziri is a lecturer at the University of Innsbruck Austria, and the author
of 'Buddhism in Iran: An Anthropological Approach to Traces and Influences'
(2012). Vaziriis also a physician who has worked as a volunteer doctor in Nepal,
Afghanistan, and Africa.

Mostafa Vaziri's book is a bold critical study of how Iranian nationalism, itself
largely influenced by Orientalist scholarship, has shaped modern conceptions of
Iran and Iranian identity, as well as narratives of Iranian history. Iran as Imagined
Nation has been a controversial contribution, whose pioneering impact on the
field of Iranian Studies is gaining increasing recognition. --Afshin Matin-Asgari,
Professor of History and Middle East Studies, California State University, Los
Angeles. Mostafa Vaziri's book challenging the historical existence of the
construct called Iran is courageous, bound as it is to outrage not only a wide
spectrum of his compatriots but also the professional custodians of Iranology; it is
also, in its central theses, unassailable. (Contemporary Sociology, vol. 23, No. 2,
1994) --Hamid Algar, Emeritus Professor of Near Eastern Studies, University of
California, Berkeley. Dr. Vaziri's 'lran as Imagined Nation' persuasively
demonstrates the constructed, European-derived mythology of a modern
nationalist ideology. For those who wish to understand the impact of Orientalist
theories on Iranian nationalism his book is a must-read. --Geoffrey Nash, Senior
Lecturer in Culture, University of Sunderland, UK

Mostafa Vaziri's book challenging the historical existence of the construct called
Iran is courageous, bound as it is to outrage not only a wide spectrum of his
compatriots but also the professional custodians of Iranology; it is also, in its
central theses, unassailable. (Contemporary Sociology, vol. 23, No. 2, 1994) --
Hamid Algar, Emeritus Professor of Near Eastern Studies, University of California,
Berkeley

Dr. Vaziri's 'Iran as Imagined Nation' persuasively demonstrates the constructed,
European-derived mythology of a modern nationalist ideology. For those who
wish to understand the impact of Orientalist theories on Iranian nationalism his
book is a must-read. --Geoffrey Nash, Senior Lecturer in Culture, University of
Sunderland, UK.
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